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The coach
Rick Barnes (389-
208 career, 9-8 in
Big 12 tournament)

The bench
Because of foul
trouble, Connor
Atchley and Mike
Williams got big
minutes vs. Tech.

The skinny
LaMarcus Aldridge
has struggled vs.
A&M and Aggies F
Joe Jones, scoring
five points in each
game. Aldridge
needs to show he
can score against
bigger, stronger
players.

1. Texas (26-5, 14-3) vs. 4. Texas A&M (21-7, 11-6)

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE LONGHORNS A CLOSER LOOK AT THE AGGIES

By CHIP BROWN
Staff Writer

Starters
G Kenton Paulino

6-1 Sr.

PPG RPG APG

9.4 2.3 3.2

G Daniel Gibson

6-2 So.

PPG RPG APG

13.8 3.7 3.1

F Brad Buckman

6-8 Sr.

PPG RPG BPG

10.3 7.2 1.7

F LaMarcus Aldridge 

6-10 So.

PPG RPG BPG

15.4 8.9 1.9

F P.J. Tucker

6-5 So.

PPG RPG STL

16.1 9.0 1.9

Starters
G Acie Law

6-3 Jr.

PPG RPG APG

16.0 3.1 3.8

G Dominique Kirk

6-3 So.

PPG RPG APG

6.9 3.4 2.7

F Chris Walker

6-5 Sr.

PPG RPG APG

3.8 2.3 1.4

F Marlon Pompey

6-8 Jr.

PPG RPG BPG

5.8 3.4 0.9

Joseph Jones

6-9 So.

PPG RPG FG%

15.6 6.7 .525 

Key stat

.342
UT’s shooting
percentage in a
46-43 loss at
Texas A&M on
March 1

Texas will
win if …

The front line
can impose its
will. If not, Texas
will have to
shoot like it did
(51.2 percent) in
an 83-70 win
over A&M in
Austin on Feb. 4

Key player:
F P.J. Tucker

TUCKER has to exorcise the demons
that caused him to dribble out
the shot clock late in the game in
a 46-43 loss at Texas A&M on
March 1. Tucker did not get into
the flow of the game offensively
on Friday against Texas Tech,
finishing with 10 points on 3-of-11
shooting. In what is expected to be
an extremely physical game, Tucker
will need to be UT’s physical and
emotional leader.

Key player:
F Joe Jones

Jones has dominated against Texas
this season, using his beefy frame to
bully UT’s LaMarcus Aldridge. In
A&M’s 83-70 loss in Austin, Jones

had 31 points on 11-of-16 shooting
as Aldridge played only 20

minutes for UT because of
foul trouble. In their second
meeting, Jones led the
Aggies with 14 points. In
both games, Aldridge was
held to five points.

The coach
Billy Gillispie (72-
49 career, 1-1 in
Big 12 tournament)

The bench
Josh Carter came
up big Friday,
hitting 5-of-6 shots,
including 4-of-5
from 3-point range.
A&M had 35 bench
points vs. CU.

The skinny
A&M is arguably
the hardest-
working, most
physical team in
the Big 12. The
Aggies are not
going to beat
themselves.

Key stat

31.6
Rebounds per
game, worst in
the Big 12

A&M will
win if …

The Aggies can
pressure UT into
turnovers. UT
turned it over 15
times in their
first meeting
and 18 times in
the second

1 p.m. today, American Airlines Center (Ch. 52; KSKY-AM 660)

Tied for
first in
Big 12;

RPI
ranking: 7

Fourth
in
Big 12;
RPI
ranking:
48

BIG 12 MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Aldridge makes most
of his homecoming

Texas sophomore LaMarcus
Aldridge of Seagoville admits he
was feeling a little extra in his step
Friday because
he was playing
in Dallas for the
first time since
high school.

Aldridge
scored 20
points, grabbed
16 rebounds
and blocked two
shots. Ten of his
rebounds were
on the offensive end.

“My mother and brother were
in the crowd,” Aldridge said. “It
feels good to be back home.”

Texas is hoping to return next
weekend to Dallas, an NCAA
Tournament host for first- and
second-round games.

Chip Brown

For first time in years,
Tech teams not around

Texas Tech fans have a strong
following in the Dallas area, and
those fans normally have plenty to
cheer about during the Big 12
tournaments. But this is the first
year since 1997 that neither the
men’s nor women’s teams reached
the tournament semifinals.

Here’s how far the Raiders and
Lady Raiders climbed during pre-
vious Big 12 tournaments:
Year Men (rd.) Women (rd.)
1997 Quarterfinals Quarterfinals
1998 First round Championship
1999 First round Championship
2000 First round Semifinals
2001 First round Semifinals
2002 Semifinals Quarterfinals
2003 Semifinals Championship
2004 Semifinals Quarterfinals
2005 Championship Semifinals
2006 Quarterfinals Quarterfinals

Brian Davis

Roby struggles for CU;
NBA decision to come

Colorado sophomore Richard
Roby, who averaged 17.8 points
this season, hasn’t said if he’ll re-
turn for his junior year or jump to
the NBA. 

His shooting
performance in
the Big 12 tour-
nament wasn’t
exactly NBA-
caliber. He was
6-of-25 shoot-
ing in two
games, includ-
ing 3-of-18 in
Friday’s loss to Texas A&M. The
6-6 Roby was 1-of-7 from 3-point
range against the Aggies.

Roby was whistled for a technical
foul late in the game for slamming
the ball on the court in frustration.

Chip Brown

Freshman Abrams
protects the ball

Texas freshman A.J. Abrams
struggled to
shoot the ball
against Texas
Tech on Friday,
going 3-of-12
from the floor in
the quarterfi-
nals of the Big
12 tournament. 

Abrams con-
tinues to show he can handle the

ball, finishing with eight assists
and no turnovers. He now has
nearly a 3-1 assists-to-turnovers
ratio (59 assists, 20 turnovers) in
17 games since Big 12 play began
Jan. 7.

Chip Brown

Attendance on rise
in third year at AAC

Ticket sales are ahead of the
pace set during the Big 12 men’s
tournament’s first two appearanc-
es in Dallas.

2003
Thursday

Session 1: 9,100 Session 2: 12,200
Friday

Session 3: 16,200 Session 4: 19,100

2004
Thursday

Session 1: 16,912 Session 2: 16,950
Friday

Session 3: 17,267 Session 4: 18,057

2006
Thursday

Session 1: 17,799 Session 2: 17,186
Friday

Session 3: 18,464 Session 4: 18,892

Keith Whitmire

2

7

Kansas 63

Oklahoma St. 62

3

6

Oklahoma 63

Nebraska 69

3:20 p.m.,
today (Ch. 52*)

2 p.m.,
Sunday (ESPN)

7

10

Oklahoma St. 79

Iowa St. 70

6

11

Nebraska 71

Missouri 64

1

8

Texas 77
1Texas (26-5)

4Texas A&M (21-7)

2Kansas (22-7)

6Nebraska (19-12)

Texas Tech 70

4

5

Texas A&M 86

Colorado 53

1 p.m.,
today (Ch. 52*)

8

9

Texas Tech 73

Kansas St. 65

5

12

Colorado 65

Baylor 61

BIG 12
MEN’S TOURNAMENT

Today-Sunday at American Airlines Center

First round Quarterfinals Semifinals Final

Big 12
champion

Winner receives NCAA Tournament automatic bid

Shaded area denotes seed.

*-On ESPN2 except in Big 12 markets

BRIEFS
From Staff Reports

LaMarcus
Aldridge

Richard Roby

A.J. Abrams

T he soothing PA voice of the
Big 12 men’s tournament is
a 51-year-old man from

Nashville named Ernie Allen. 
The one difference between Al-

len and Mavs PA man “Humble”
Billy Hayes is Allen doesn’t sound
like someone’s just set his hair on
fire.

When he’s not announcing
Vanderbilt women’s games, Allen
is the news anchor for 92Q, a radio
station known as “The Adult
Choice.”

And just so you don’t get the
wrong idea, it’s an R&B station. 

Allen got the call-up last year
because Big 12 senior associate
commissioner Dan Beebe remem-
bered hearing him at Ohio Valley
Conference tournaments. 

He sounds much like the late
Barry White sounded.

Allen said his biggest obstacles
this weekend are tight vocal cords
and Texas A&M’s Antanas Kava-
liauskas (pronounced Notta-clue).

“Cough drops are of the utmost
importance in my profession,” Al-
len said with a straight face.

Now for some non PA-related
news: 

Awkward
Aggie confrontation
Former Texas A&M football

coaching legend Jackie Sherrill
found no humor in my recent de-
scription of his D1 Sports radio
show, “Conference Call.” 

He wants it on the record that
the show airs in 27 cities other
than Ponca City, Okla., including
Plainview, College Station and

Longview. My contention that
Ponca City “sounds funnier” than
those cities did not appear to re-
solve the situation. 

Big 12 men’s shorts
How would you feel if you

shelled out big money for floor
seats and you ended up sitting be-
hind Oklahoma State’s 7-0 mas-
cot, Pistol Pete? Heard someone
holler, “Get down!” when Pete
fired off a round of blanks from his
six-shooter. … Nice to see chaps
making a comeback. It’s tough to
find just the right occasion for
chaps, but the Oklahoma State
and Texas dance squads are trying
to bring them back. … What do
you do when Kansas athletic di-
rector Lew Perkins steals your
chair? … One of the male trom-
bone players in the OSU band
played the role of Nell in a stirring
rendition of the Dudley Do-Right
theme song. To the 10,000 or so
fans who aren’t familiar with the
theme song, the student’s high-
pitched screams were somewhat

startling. … Worst missed dunk of
the tournament belongs to Kansas
center Sasha Kaun, who was
stoned by the back iron early in the
OSU-Kansas game. … The Plano-
based Massage Corporation is giv-
ing out free chair massages in the
media lounge during the tourna-
ment. Nothing is more relaxing
than having your neck massaged
while surrounded by 14 reporters.
… Asked if Texas A&M should now
be considered a basketball school,
coach Billy Gillispie laughed and
said, “I think you know better than
that.” … Any reason officials have
to use an 8-inch screen to review
whether a player made a 3-point-
er? … Had a nice conversation
with Charlotte Bobcats coach and
general manager Bernie Bicker-
staff, who watched most of Thurs-
day’s and Friday’s games. … Some-
how infiltrated the ESPN-only
dining area late Friday afternoon
but was turned away before I had a
crack at the salmon. 

E-mail mmosley@dallasnews.com

That velvety voice, baby
. . . delivers 92Q’s news

LIVIN’ LARGE

MATT MOSLEY

JOHN F. RHODES/Staff Photographer

Big 12 referee
who looks most
like Ben Vereen:
Terry Moore,
who officiated
the Oklahoma
State-Kansas
game, is a dead
ringer for the
man who played
Judas in the
Broadway hit
Jesus Christ
Superstar.

The coach
Bill Self (277-128
overall, 3-2 in Big
12 tournament)

The bench
KU went eight
deep vs. OSU. Jeff
Hawkins is the
top backcourt
sub; Darnell Jack-
son and C.J. Giles
are the frontcourt
reserves.

The skinny
Kansas should
expect another
physical game
today. The Self-
made Jayhawks
are grittier than
Roy’s Boys were.

2. Kansas (22-7, 13-3) vs. 6. Nebraska (19-12, 8-9)

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE JAYHAWKS A CLOSER LOOK AT THE CORNHUSKERS

By KEITH WHITMIRE
Staff Writer

Starters
G Mario Chalmers

6-1 Fr.

PPG RPG STL

10.9 3.8 81

G Russell Robinson

6-1 So.

PPG RPG STL

8.8 4.2 59

G Brandon Rush

6-6 Fr.

PPG RPG APG

14.1 6.0 2.2

F Julian Wright

6-8 Fr.

PPG RPG AFG

8.5 4.5 1.8

F Sasha Kaun

6-11 So.

PPG RPG BLK

8.0 5.5 30

Starters
G Jason Dourisseau

6-6, Sr.

PPG RPG SPG

10.7 7.3 1.1

G Jamel White

6-3, Fr.

PPG RPG FG%

8.2 2.9 .789

G Charles
Richardson Jr.

5-9, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

4.3 2.5 3.2

F Wes Wilkinson

6-10, Sr.

PPG RPG 3-pt.%

12.1 6.6 .443

C Aleks Maric

6-11, Soph.

PPG RPG FG%

10.9 8.3 .481

Key stat

.668
The Jayhawks’
free throw
percentage,
which could
haunt them in a
tight game

Kansas will
win if…

It continues to
use its athleti-
cism to run
teams weary.
OSU could run
with Kansas,
but not many
teams can.

Key player: 
G Mario Chalmers

While CHALMERS and fellow guard
Russell Robinson complement each
other’s skills, Chalmers drives
the Jayhawks as much as
anyone. He’s the second-
leading scorer behind
Brandon Rush. He led the
Big 12 in steals with 81 and
has 114 assists. His
development was key to
the team’s maturation
as a collection of
young talent came
together to win a
share of the Big 12
regular-season title.
He proved to be a cool
customer against OSU
by making all six free
throws, including two with
19.8 seconds left to put the
Jayhawks up by four.

Key player: 
C Aleks Maric

Maric will have the unenviable job of
facing Kansas’ two frontcourt combos,
Julian Wright and Sasha Kaun plus C.J.
Giles and Darnell Jackson. The 6-11,
265-pound Maric, a native of Australia,
has averaged 10.9 points and 8.3

rebounds this season. He’s also
chipped in 30 assists. With his size

and bulk, Maric is more of a
classic center. Kansas will

counter with quicker, less
bulky post players. He’s had

success against the
Jayhawks, averaging 14.0
points and 9.5 rebounds
in two games this season.

The coach
Barry Collier
(285-221 career,
2-5 in Big 12
tournament)

The bench
The Huskers got
just eight points
off their bench
from two players
in the opening
round win over
Missouri.

The skinny
Nebraska lost to
Kansas, 96-54, in
Lawrence and
69-48 at home.

Key stat

.404
Nebraska’s field
goal percentage
defense, which
ranked fourth in
the Big 12

Nebraska
will win if…
It contains
Kansas’
quickness.
Tempo will be
critical for a
team that
averages nine
fewer points
per game.

3:20 p.m. today, American Airlines Center (Ch. 52)

Tied for first
in Big 12;

RPI
ranking:

36

Sixth in
Big 12;
RPI
ranking:
111


