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March 25, 1999
An Open Letter to the People of Johnston

As you know and as has been reported, the Town of Jobnston is still in finsncial

diffi culty and needs to reorgenize its thinking and plarining — looking to the future. One
of the ways that we cap plan for a etabilization of our financial woes is to breaden the tax
base of the Town. It s imperative that we raise revenues without any burden to the

homeowner.

In March 1996, the Town entered into a Comununity Host Agreement with the Rhode
Island Resource Recavery Corporation which, among other things, required cooperation
between the Town and the Corporation 10 work in concext to establish and dovelop an
indugtrial/businass park in Jobnston. The parties also agreed in part to cooperate both
politically and legislativaly to achieve a reconfiguration of ramps off R, 295 so that
direct access may be achicved from that interstate higlwey.

The benefits to the Town ate more than self-evident, since creation of the industrial park
will broaden pur tax base by over §1,000,000 annually. In addition, our quality of Life
will be enhanced and public safsty advanced by heving new ramps constructed so that
vehicular truck traffie will be taken off the town streets. If, in the past, a Planner had
been part of Town govermiment, this request for a zone change may not have even been an
issue. The Town is in desperate need of a certified planner who will 1) assist us in
completing the Town Comprehensive Plan and have it certified by the Staie of Rhode
Island which, among other things, will enable us to secure more grant funding; and 2) to
avoid. problems like this happening in the future.

Thero is currently defore the Town Council en ordinance which requests a zone change
from residential to' ndusirial in order that the corporation e able to develop this land and
bring mote tax revemue iuto the Town. At the present time, the corporation pays no taxes
on this land because it is- a tax-exempt agency.

Tf you are in favor of recelving over a million dollars in sdditional tax revenue at 1o cost
1o the taxpayer; and if you went most of the truck traffic off Plainfield Pike, then T utpe
you to contaot your council persom and ask themn to help all Johnstonians by enacting
legislatively those matters which will insure the increase in tax revenue and enhancement
to the public safety of its citizens, It is your Town, I encourage you to make your voice
heard. '

Thank you.

William R, Macera
Mayor




