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.»"Ssnator Celona co- sponsors
'- fF”eedom'of Choice’. 1eglslatlof
M “facy serv1ce._}ﬁ3~a

o+ . .. NORTH: PROVIDENCF - Fulﬁlhng a campaign pledge, Senatur John e e
A et K Celona(D-District 36) of North Providence has announced thathe has™ " 7
: " co-sponsored legislation along with Senator Leonidas P. Raptakis(D- -
District 20) of Coventry and West Warwick that would give the peuplle "
" _the freedom to choese the pharmacy of their chmce far thelr L
,prescnptmns. : e

Senatur Celona said that "1t is simply unfalr to the people who pay
for their health care to bave an HMO tell them who and where to go for
their prescnptmns " The North Providence legislator said that "this
action is a negative double-edged sword.” "First," he stated "it denies -
the people their right to pick and choese a pharmacy that is convenient
and less-expensive and second, that policy has effectively eliminated
many of the small indepzndent pharmacies in onr state because they
cannot compete with the large chain stores."

Senator Celona said that he has received well ever a hundred
telephane calls and letters from constituents calling for their freedom.
_As a resnlt, Senator Raptakis along with Sepator Celona and Senator
.Joseph A. Montalbano(D)-District 37) and Senator Catherine E.
Graziano(D-District 5) Lave initiated this ""Freedom of Choice"
legislation. : '



HMOs say ur do" Senatur Celuna exclalmed‘
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Tn the last session of the General Assembly, a similar measure
passed the House of Representatives but died in the Senate Committes
on Corporations. While in the Corporations Committee, the bill enly .
received 4 affirmative vates with Senators Celona and Montalbano being
two of the four.

_ "This year I wﬂl continue to work to see to it that the people have
the nght to go to the pharmacy of their chu:ce, regardless of what the
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