LIFEBEAT MOVIES: Hellboy Il rises up ¢ Journey to the Center of the Earth goes deep in 3-D E1

FINE FINISH

Sunny and warm today with
highs in the mid-80s; clear
and comfortable tonight.
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State workers taking a hard look at contract proposals

Given Rhode Island’s fiscal condition, some believe they
have no option but to accept the offer designed to

reduce the budget deficit.

BY KATHERINE GREGG
JOURNAL STATE HOUSE BUREAU
PROVIDENCE — The votes
are starting to roll in on new con-
tracts that would leave most state
workers without raises this year
and force them to pay more and

insurance packages, until they
are paying up to 25 percent of the
premiums.

Several hundred state workers
have already said yes to new con-
tracts. They include affiliates of
the Laborers International Union
of North America and Local 580

of the Rhode Island Alliance of
Social Service Employees.

The winning argument: the
economy is bad, state govern-
ment is eliminating hundreds of
jobs, and by the time negotiators
sit back down at the bargaining
table, it could be worse. And, un-
like many of their counterparts in
state government, the Local 580
employees — about 1,200 of them
— already had a 3-percent raise

queued up for July 1 of this year
under an earlier contract.
“People were concerned,” ac-
knowledged Sen. Frank Ciccone,
a field representative for an arm
of the Laborers that counts about
900 state workers among its
members. “I was trying to be as
realistic and honest as I could be
with them saying, look ... four
years ago I might have recom-
mended that they didn’t ratify it,

but with the economy the way it is
now and the state in the condition
that it is in, is it a great contract?
No. Is it a good contract? I would
have to say yes.”

But yesterday, an affiliate of
the National Education Associa-
tion that represents the Associa-
tion of Clerical-Technical Em-
ployees at the University of
Rhode Island soundly defeated
the proposal with local NEA di-

rector Robert Walsh acknowl-
edging that many people at the
meeting “spoke about their frus-
tration with the overall economic
package.”

And several thousand other
state workers are caught in the
middle of a war between leaders
of the largest employees union,
Council 94, American Federation

SEE CONTRACTS, A9

more each year for their health

Working on a better life

For the second
straight year,
Anthony
Ericastilla, 16, of
Providence, is
spending his
summer vacation
working for the
Woonasquatucket
River Watershed
Council.

icastilla’s life.
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Special Report:
For our multimedia
report on the
Gangs of
Providence, go to
projo.com/gangs

signs and performing other odd jobs.

A jobs program is playing a key role in keeping
Providence’s youths safe this summer.

BY W. ZACHARY MALINOWSKI
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

part-time summer job may have saved Anthony Er-

The teenager struggled through his freshman year
at Hope High School. He skipped school, hung out
with gang members and was disrespectful to his parents, im-
migrants from Guatemala who had moved to the city’s Silver
Lake neighborhood in search of a better life.

Anthony’s mother, Corina Barraza, was at wit’s end. She
turned to the Institute for the Study & Practice of Nonviolence,
in South Providence, for help. The institute welcomed Barraza
and the staff expressed concern for her plight. They assigned
three streetworkers to her son and helped him get a job in the
agency’s Beloved Community Summer Jobs Program.

Last summer, Anthony worked for the Woonasquatucket
River Watershed Council maintaining the bike path, painting
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“He started to
change
immediately.”

CORINA BARRAZA
mother of Anthony Ericastilla

PROVIDENCE

This is the first job
for most of the
teenagers.

HEATHER GAYDOS
youth program director

She plans to save
money and help her
mother pay the bills.

ALEXANDRA POLANCO
working as a receptionist

School’s error deferred family’s long-sought celebration

BY ALISHA A. PINA
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

EAST PROVIDENCE — The Oliver family
was devastated.

Richard and Cynthia Oliver had dreamed for
years of the day they would watch their son,
dressed in cap and gown, walk across a stage to
receive his high school diploma. Christopher D.
Oliver would be the first person in the family to
make it through the 12th grade, the first to grad-
uate.

They even planned a big graduation party so

C. OLIVER

turned out to be “a sad and
solemn day for our entire fam-
ily, but most of all for Chris-
topher,” said Richard Oliver.

mony, the Olivers learned that
their son was one credit shy of
meeting the graduation re-
quirements. He had flunked
piano, French and Rhode Island history.

“It was surreal,” Richard Oliver wrote in a

But graduation day, June 14,  Christopher had always been a good student. He
had challenges and issues with some subjects on
occasion, being a senior this year, he was feeling
his oats and goofed off some toward the end of
the year, but it had never entered our minds that
he would not graduate. He had never been kept
back a grade in his life!”

The 18-year-old, who refused to comment,
couldn’t believe it either. His parents said he was
“certain he had accumulated enough credits to
graduate,” but they told him the school “must be

Just days before the cere-

PUC OKs
increased
electricity,
gas rates

Commissioners say they are aware what
the decision means in difficult economic
times, but maintain they had no choice.

BY PAUL EDWARD PARKER
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Starting Tuesday, National Grid customers in
Rhode Island will pay 21.7 percent more for elec-
tricity and 8 percent more for natural gas, the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission voted yesterday.

The commission also voted

to have an independent aud- Your

itor review National Grid’s fi-

nancial statements to con- monthly
firm the calculations that |jlls

were used to support the rate
hikes.
The electric rate increase,

Before rate hike
Electric: $76.77

which was approved unani- Gas: $119.83
mously, is what National .
Grid had asked for. The new After.réte hike
rate will be good until Jan. 1. Electric: $93.44
The gas rate increase, Gas: $129.43

passed on a 2-to-1 vote, is less
than the 10 percent the com-
pany had sought. That new
rate expires Nov. 1.

For a typical home heated
by natural gas, average
monthly gas bills will grow
by $9.60 to $129.43. Electric
bills will go up $16.67 to $93.44. That would make
the total bill for the year for both utilities climb
about $330.

The commissioners said they were painfully
aware of what their vote means in these difficult

Monthly average over a
12-month period for a
residential customer
who uses 500-kilowatt
hours of electricity a
month and 922 therms
of gas a year.

Source: National Grid

SEE RATES, A4

‘Gap kids’ fate
to be decided
in Family Court
e e Courres e

adults under a now-repealed state law
should have hearings in Family Court.

BY EDWARD FITZPATRICK
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

PROVIDENCE — Dozens of “gap kids” who were
charged as adults during the 130 days when Rhode Is-
land prosecuted 17-year-olds as adults are entitled to
Family Court hearings to deter-
mine if they should be tried in
adult courts, the state Supreme
Court ruled yesterday.

That includes the most high-
profile gap kid, Ryan Greenberg,
who has been indicted on a sec-
ond-degree murder charge in
connection with the boating death of another Barring-
ton teenager, Patrick Murphy. The high court backed a
trial judge’s decision to hold Greenberg’s indictment
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Extra: Read the
full high court
opinion on
prejo.com
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