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Carclerl
signs
midyear
budget

The plan closes a
$168-million deficit by
cutting social-service
programs and money to
cities and towns.

BY STEVE PEOPLES
JOURNAL STATE HOUSE BUREAU

PROVIDENCE — Governor
Carcieri last night signed into law
a swath of budget cuts that target
poor children, state workers, and
cities and towns to help close the
largest current-year deficit in
nearly two decades.

The governor signed the $168-
million midyear budget revision
— known as the “supplemental
budget” — privately in his office
just minutes after the Senate ap-
proved the bill in a controversial
vote that labor union leaders said
did not meet the required two-
thirds majority.

The flurry of activity capped
four months of public testimony
and negotiations on the spending
plan that avoided tax increases,
but left many General Assembly
members shaking their heads.

“There are a lot of things here
that 'm completely distressed
about,” Sen. Stephen D. Alves, D-
West Warwick, said during the 10
minutes of discussion that pre-
ceded the 25-to-11 vote (two sen-
ators did not vote). “However,
they’re things that need to be
done. They’re things that we can
no longer afford.”

But the difficult votes have just
begun.

The General Assembly now fo-
cuses on a budget hole more than
twice the size of this year’s deficit
for the fiscal year that begins in
July.

“I can tell you just from the
numbers that are coming in,
they’re not looking very good at
all. We’re probably facing a $400-
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COPING WITH HIGHER FUEL PRICES

As gas prices rise, people are finding
that there are alternatives to driving

BY PETER B. LORD
JOURNAL ENVIRONMENT WRITER
im Stoddard, of Providence,
was searching the Rhode Is-
land Public Transit Authority
Web site for bus schedules to
Newport when she found a link to help

a more convenient location in Providen-
ce, he plans to take a bus.

Trevor and Vanessa O’Driscoll decid-
ed to stop using
their car to com-
mute to their
teaching jobs at

Economy update:
Consumer spending
barely budges in
March as Americans

ol
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Trevor O'Driscoll, a teacher at The Wheeler School, in Providence, commutes to school by bike, while his wife, Vanessa, also a teacher at the school, walks
the mile and a half from home to Wheeler.

Car buyers downsize,
switching to smaller,
fuel-efficient vehicles

BY BILL VLASIC
THE NEW YORK TIMES

DETROIT — Soaring gasoline prices have turned the steady

million deficit for the next fiscal people set up carpools. NN The Wheeler migration by Americans to smaller cars into a stampede.
year,” Alves said. “So, today we Stoddard, who sells insurance, gave %25 F;gg Zvrll’g:’ggher School in Provi- In what industry analysts are calling a first, about one in five
think these are tough choices? it a try, and now has two regular pas- prices; Exxon Mobil dence. She vehicles sold in the United States last month was a compact or
Two months from now brace sengers who help pay her gasoline costs reports near-record walks and he subcompact car, based on monthly sal‘e‘s data ljeleased yesterday.
yourself.” and provide good company. orofits. A9 rides a bike. Almost a decadg ago, when §port-ut1hty vehlclgs were at their
Carcieri released a statement A program manager at Brown Uni- Both said the peak of popularity, only one in every eight vehicles sold was a

praising the Assembly for taking
“the first step to solving the
state’s fiscal crisis.”
“Unfortunately, we have much
more work ahead of us,” he said.
The supplemental budget
signed into law yesterday scoops

see BUDGET, A6

versity has given his gas-guzzling Mer-
cedes SUV to his parents and started
driving their Volkswagen Beetle to
work. It uses “far less gas,” says Brad-
ford L. Briggs. When his office moves to

prajo. o

exercise makes them feel better.
So many more people have switched
to riding the state’s commuter buses,

SEE SOLUTIONS, A8

~ Multimedia: For Rhode Islanders’ solutions to the high cost of gas, and for previous
installments in this series, go to projo.com

small car.

The switch to smaller, more fuel-efficient vehicles has been
building in recent years, but has accelerated recently with the
advent of $3.50-a-gallon gas. At the same time, sales of pickup
trucks and large sport-utility vehicles have dropped sharply.

In another first, fuel-sipping four-cylinder engines surpassed
six-cylinder models in popularity last month.

SEE AUTOS, A8

For Clinton, math may be the enemy

It’s down to the final laps

To skeptics, Obama reintroduces himself

WHAT’S AT STAKE

BY ADAM NAGOURNEY and CARL HULSE It takes 2,025 delegate  Tomorrow BY JEFF ZELENY
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hIn fact, r;laqy in theﬂp;artg are ask:pg if her . %&(1505 de|2;?[esato West Virginia: 28 gfred yesterday at his first campaign stop of
chances of winning the Democratic presi- 1/ 30. e day.
dential nominatioﬁ have markedlyp im- 16025 for Sen. Hillary ~ May 20 For}; presidential candidate, particularly
proved as Sen. Barack Obama has struggled Rodham Clinton. Kentucky: 51 one in the throes of a rigorous political and
through his toughest month of this cam- Here are the remaining ~ Oregon: 52 personal test, such a dearth of energy
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est, Clinton’s advisers argued strenuous : . . istening than talking,” Obama told a sma
yesterday that the answer iumost assuredlz Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, stake: Montana: 16 clutch (;gf Indiana vogers. “It’s been wonder- Sen. Barack Obama, at a

town hall-style meeting
yesterday in South Bend, Ind.

at a rally in Jeffersonville,

South Dakota: 15
Ind., yesterday. outh Farota
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