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Cloudy today, with light rain
showers ending by after-
noon; clearing tonight.
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Obama adds to delegate lead with a win In Miss.

The lllinois senator defeats Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton by a
comfortable margin as the campaigns now head for Pennsylvania.

BY DAVID ESPO
and CHARLES BABINGTON

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JACKSON, Miss. — Sen. Barack
Obama won the Mississippi Democratic
presidential primary decisively last
night, adding to his overall lead in dele-
gates as he and Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton plunged into a six-week battle
ahead of a showdown in Pennsylvania.
Obama was winning roughly 90 per-
cent of the black vote but only about

one-quarter of the white vote, extending
a pattern that carried him to victory in
earlier primaries in
South Carolina, Alaba-
ma, Georgia and Loui-
siana.

But his triumph
seemed unlikely to
shorten a Democratic
marathon expected to
last at least six more
weeks — and possibly

far longer — while Republicans and
their nominee-in-waiting, Sen. John
McCain, turn their attention to the fall
campaign.

“Now we look forward to campaign-
ing in Pennsylvania and around the
country,” Maggie Wil-
liams, Clinton’s cam-
paign manager, said in
a written statement
that congratulated
Obama on his victory.

“I'm confident that once we get a
nominee, the party is going to be uni-
fied,” Obama said as he collected his
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victory.

But in a race growing more conten-
tious, he took a swipe at the way his
rival’s campaign has conducted itself.

“We’ve been very measured in terms
of how we talk about Senator Clinton,”
he said. “I've been careful to say that I
think Senator Clinton is a capable per-
son and that should she win the nomi-
nation, obviously, I would support her.
I'm not sure we've been getting that
same approach from the Clinton cam-
paign,” he said in on CNN.

Returns from 80 percent of Mississip-
pi’s precincts showed Obama gaining 59

percent, to 39 percent for Clinton.

Obama picked up at least 17 of Mis-
sissippi’s 33 delegates to the Democratic
National Convention, with 5 more to be
awarded. He hoped for a win sizable
enough to erase most if not all of Clin-
ton’s 11-delegate gain from last week,
when she won three primaries.

The Illinois senator had 1,596 dele-
gates to 1,484 for Clinton. It takes 2,025
to win the nomination.

Neither of the two rivals appears able
to win enough delegates through pri-

SEE OBAMA, A5

Hospital chiefs
ask lawmakers
for budget relief

Most of the state’s hospitals finished last year with large
deficits and the governor’s proposed budget would
worsen matters, their leaders say.

Feds

hit

DOT over

BY STEVE PEOPLES
JOURNAL STATE HOUSE BUREAU

PROVIDENCE — The heads
of four Rhode Island hospitals
testified yesterday that their med-
ical institutions are teetering on
the brink of financial disaster.

And they pleaded with key
lawmakers to help — or at least
not hurt — their hospitals in the
2008-09 state budget being debat-
ed before the House Finance
Committee.

Governor Carcieri’s proposed
budget would force hospitals to
pay $32.7 million more for their

A clash of cultures at
a heating-supply store

A store owner’s decision to
challenge the citizenship
of two Spanish-speaking
customers points to
greater tensions in society.

BY KAREN LEE ZINER
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

PROVIDENCE — All José
Genao planned to do at the
heating equipment supply store
was buy a spare part for his
boiler.

While the owner began
searching for the part, Genao
and his friend began speaking
to each other in Spanish.

licenses in the coming year, a
move his office said is necessary
to help close a deficit of at least
$348 million. The proposal, along
with the rest of the governor’s
cost-cutting plans, now rest with
the General Assembly.

“We need your help. The bud-
get that we’re looking for is a life
preserver. The one that’s out
there now is made out of con-
crete,” Charles S. Kinney, presi-
dent and chief executive officer
of Westerly Hospital, told the

See HOSPITALS, A7

As owner David C. Richard-
son was ringing up Genao’s $18
purchase, he
demanded to
see their Social
Security cards.

What fol-
lowed was a
telling encoun-
ter under-
scoring the
tensions in this
country over immigration and
ethnicity.

When Genao told Richardson
“he did not have the right to ask
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EXTRA: For more on the issues raised by immigration in Rhode Island,
see a continuing special report at: projo.com/immigration

Twin River misses payment
on loan; credit rating Is cut

The gambling and entertainment venue’s owner
blames a short-term cash-flow problem; officials say
the state’s share of the revenue is not at risk.

BY KATHERINE GREGG and NEIL DOWNING
JOURNAL STAFF WRITERS

The Twin River gambling and
entertainment site in Lincoln has
run into some problems with its
lenders, but said it is confident it
can work things out.

UTGR Inc.,, the company
which owns Twin River, missed
one of its loan payments to lend-
ers, which was due last week, ac-
cording to the leveraged com-
mentary and data unit at Stan-
dard & Poor’s Corp. (S&P) of
New York.

Separately, the S&P ratings
organization last week down-
graded the ratings it assigns to
UTGR’s debt. Overall revenue at
Twin River is up sharply, but
S&P said it is concerned about
UTGR’s ability, after paying ex-
penses, to fully cover the interest
and principal payments on its
loans.

Twin River

SEE REVENUE, A7

spokeswoman
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Concrete piers and pier caps, such as these, make up
a large portion of the Route 195 relocation project.

missed tests

JOURNAL FILE / ANDREW DICKERMAN

The Federal Highway Administration says at least 64 structures that support the ramps and bridges in the Route 195
reconstruction project, show in October 2007, contain concrete that wasn’t tested for strength.

Federal officials detail the state DOT’s failure to adequately test the concrete used in the $610-million
Route 195 project — meaning the state must repay the federal government millions in highway aid.

PROVIDENCE — The Department
of Transportation failed to test the
strength of concrete used in structural
elements that hold up much of its flag-
ship project, the new section of Route
195 being built through the city, ac-
cording to just-released federal docu-
ments.

In all, Federal Highway Administra-
tion documents said, at least 64 struc-
tures that support the ramps and
bridges in the $610-million project con-
tain concrete that wasn’t tested for
strength, in violation of various stan-
dards.

The structures in question extend
across the sprawling construction site,
including the ramps that will form

BY BRUCE LANDIS and KATHERINE GREGG

JOURNAL STAFF WRITERS

Route 195’s new interchange with
Route 95 and connect it to the new
Providence River Bridge and the sup-
ports of the new arch bridge itself.

Inan Aug. 15, 2007, letter to DOT Di-
rector Jerome F. Williams, the federal
agency said that DOT’s concrete sam-
pling and testing “was found generally
to be non-compliant” with the DOT’s
own regulations.

There were these other develop-
ments:

B Williams confirmed that he has
reassigned two top DOT engineers
pending an internal investigation on
concrete testing. They are James R.
Caroselli, a $92,792-a-year chief civil
engineer in charge of the 195 project,

and Mark E. Felag, the $106,019-a-
year managing engineer in charge of
the DOT’s materials section, respon-
sible for testing materials including
concrete.

Caroselli has been shifted to the
DOT maintenance division and Felag
to its research section, Williams said.
He said the reassignments are tempo-
rary and are not intended as puni-
shment.

B The FHWA has made public a
second notice to the DOT that it
would not be reimbursed for Route
195 costs, this time for $679,399 of the
cost of metalizing steel for the new
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