TURNING NASTY

Partly cloudy today with
highs in the 40s; chance
of rain or snow tonight.

Forecast, A12
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GIANTS 17, PATRIOTS 14

A Glant Letdown

idenre Journal

9]0, 08
)

MONDAY
FEBRUARY 4, 2008

50¢

$2.40 per week by carrier
()

WY g pea S

THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL / BOB BREIDENBACH

Patriots’ defensive back Ellis Hobbs leaves the field at University of Phoenix Stadiium, in Glendale, Ariz., last night just as the celebrations started marking the New York Giants’ victory over New
England in Super Bowl XLII. The loss spoiled New England’s hopes for a pefect, 19-0 season.

Patriots’ quest for the perfect season ends at the Super Bowl

So it ended.

What would have been their
fourth Super Bowl title in seven
years.

The chance to be the first team in
NFL history to finish a season 19-0.

The chance to achieve perfection.

The chance to go down in history
as arguably the best team in history.

So it all ended last night, ended in
a loss to the Giants, ended in one of
the big upsets in Super Bowl history.

Bang the drum slowly.

It ended in one of the worst ways
possible, of course, the Giants get-
ting the ball back with just 2:39 left
to play and down four, having to go
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ahead touchdown. The Giants doing
what we’ve come to expect the Patri-
ots to do.

And the slice of irony?

Just a few minutes earlier it ap-
peared that Tom Brady had pulled
another miracle out of his grab-bag.

Isn’t that what we’d come to ex-
pect?

As if Brady and the Patriots had
become like some great fictional
story, defying the odds, doing what
wasn’t supposed to be possible,
making it all seem almost too easy?
As if Brady and his Patriots were
once again going to dance with
kings.

again. Once again, Brady and the
Patriots did what we’ve come to
think they would always do, down in
the fourth quarter on a night when
nothing seemed to be in rhythm.
And when Brady hit Randy Moss for
the go-ahead score in the game’s
dying minutes, it appeared that the
Patriots really were going to win.
This was going to be a game that,
many years from now, long after the
specifics had been lost to the pas-
sage of time, we would be telling
people about. We would explain to
them how much it meant.We would
be telling people how we were fortu-
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B The game. Bl

W The 1972 Miami's Dolphins record as the only team to
have an undefeated season remains intact. B2

B What went wrong? B2

W Jim Donaldson on the game. B3

B The game by the numbers. B4

M Giants quarterback Eli Manning is the game’'s most
valuable player. B5

Today on projosports.com/patriots
B Read complete postgame coverage with Web-only
feature stories.

B Find reaction from the Patriots locker room on the
PatsBlog.

B See a gallery of photos from the game.
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